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! ! April 22, 2014!

 
Dear Friend, 
 

Changed lives.  That’s what we’re after, isn’t it?!  We’ve been blessed this past month because so many of 
our non-Christian friends have visited church for the first time.  And they’re checking out our small groups, 
and seem to be really interested in connecting with God.  Prayers are working! 
 

In this letter, we wanna introduce you to a sweet lady that Lauren (and her friend Becky) helped to find Christ 
over this past year.  Her name is Naoko, and she is just glowing these days.  Check out her story… 
 

Naoko: I was born and brought up in a typical Japanese Buddhist family. Although I was never 
religious, I always knew that God existed and was watching over me. 
 
Last fall, when I was going through a hard time, maybe the hardest thing I've ever faced in my life, 
I started seeing miracles from God right in front of my eyes. I was desperate.!!My family was about 
to fall apart.  I had gone through counseling, art therapy, etc, and I ended up at church (YGBC) in 
an amazing way.  I loved the messages, and also joined Lauren’s small group, even though I kept 
saying, "I am not a Christian and I will not be." 
 
I was still at the lowest of the low in my life and one day at home, I was crying out loud to God for 
help. I also made a promise that if God showed me that he is real and gave me a clear message, I 
would make up my mind and begin serving him.  He answered me a couple of days later in a way 

that was too clear to deny it. It was just like God was telling me "Now you know I'm real. What else do you have to see to 
believe me and follow Jesus?"  I made up my mind to jump right into God's kingdom. 
 
In these past 8 months, my life has changed dramatically. I still live in the same house and have the same daily routines, 
but the conversation in the house has changed and real laughter has started, and even a mean neighbor stopped harassing 
us. Now, my house has started being filled with goodness – more and more – and there is a lot less space for the badness 
to be. Challenges keep coming, but I know how to face them in a much better way than before. I know I will be ok because 
Jesus is with me always. 
 

Every once in a while, it’s fun to share updates on people we ministered to years 
ago.  Henry was reached and trained by other leaders, for the most part, but Ted 
had the privilege of coaching him a bit in his early years of fundraising.   
Now he's the head fundraising trainer for Every Nation Asia!  

 
Henry: I was reached, raised and released as a college student on the University of 
Hawaii campus.  I’m currently a missionary in the Philippines equipping missionaries in 
developing ministry partners for the Great Commission.  Every Nation Philippines currently 
has over 400 missionaries (100+ cross-cultural missionaries in Asia and 300+ campus 
ministers in the Philippines).  Our goal is to equip 1,000 campus and cross-cultural 
missionaries in the next five years. 
 

 
 

Henry & Rachelle Romero 
are having a major impact! 

Our sorting and packing for the big move home has started.  We plan to connect in person (as much as 
possible!), or by phone (at the very least) with all of our supporters some time in July or August.  Looking 
forward to seeing everyone!  We’ll be worshiping and training under the leadership of Grace Bible Church 
Pearlside for 6-12 months, and starting a new Grace Bible church in the Honolulu/UH area some time in 2015.   
 

We are so amazed at God’s faithfulness in our lives – and our 
faithful partners that stand with us.  We’re hopeful that our 
partners will continue to support us for the next few years or 
so.  Can’t wait to share the details of our plans with you in 
person, which include reaching Japanese people in Hawaii! 

 
Keep praying for us! 
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Wanna$practice$your$Japanese$skills?$
$

Here’s$Naoko’s$story$in$her$own$hand$writing!$
$

☺ $
!

!


